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APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 1 0/678,907 ATTORNEY DOC. NO. 0240-0001 

AMENDMENT 

1. (currently amended) A finishing tool, comprising: 

a substantially planar, generally rectangular stiff blade having an a blade axis, a straight 

front edge substantially normal to said axis, and a rear; 
an elongate handle having a front and an a handle axis; 

an adapter connected to said front of said handle, wherein said adapter has sides and at 
least a portion of each side tapers upwardly and inwardly toward said handle axis; 
a bracket having first and second legs; 

wherein said first leg is generally parallel to said blade and connected to said rear of said 

blade and said first leg has a rear; 
wherein said second leg extends upwardly from said rear of said first leg and said second 

leg has two sides and at least a portion of each side tapers upwardly and inwardly 

toward said handle axis, and said second leg is connected to said adapter, 
wherein said front of said handle is attached to said adapter so that said handle axis is 

generally parallel to said blade axis and generally centered with respect to said blade; 
wherein said portion of each side of said adapter which tapers fo rms a generally is 

substantially continuous taper with rospoot to a said portion of each corresponding 

side of said second leg which tapers . 

2. (original) A finishing tool according to claim 1 , wherein said generally continuous 
taper is a generally straight line. 

3. (original) A finishing tool according to claim 1 , wherein said first leg is connected to 
said rear of said blade by a plurality of rivets. 

4. (canceled) 

5. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein the width of said blade is 
selected from a range of predetermined widths, including about 5 inches, about 6 
inches, about 8 inches, about 10 inches, about 12 inches and about 14 inches; the 
length of said blade is between about 2 inches and about 4 inches, and said rear of 
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said blade has comers which are rounded with radius of curvature between about V 2 
inch and about 1 l A inches. 

6. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said blade is made from spring 
steel with a thickness between about 0.013 inch and about 0.02 inch. 

7. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1 , wherein said first leg is connected to 
said blade using rivets. 

8. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein the length of said first leg is 
between about 20% and about 30% of the length of blade, and the width of said first 
leg is between about 80% and about 95% of the width of blade 

9. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said bracket is made from 
machined aluminum with a thickness between about % inch and about % inch. 

10. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said adapter is generally planar 
and trapezoidal with a lower width between about 2 inches and about 4 inches, an 
upper width between about S A inch and about 1 Yz inches, and a height between about 
1 inch and about 2 inches. 

1 1 . (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said handle is attached to said 
adapter using a threaded rod with a diameter between about V% inch and about l A inch 
and which extends between about % inch and about 1 inch from said handle and is 
received by a tapped hole in said bracket. 

12. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said handle is connected so that 
said handle axis is generally centered and above said blade axis and generally 
parallel to said blade axis, and the height of said handle above said blade is between 
about 1 *A inches and about 2 l A inches. 
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13. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said second leg forms an angle 
with said first leg between about 70 degrees and about 100 degrees. 

14. (new) A finishing tool according to claim 1, wherein said adapter is made from 
machined aluminum having a thickness between about % and about V* inch. 
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